The Un-Churched  - First Century Church?
I have heard it said repeatedly that a church consisting totally of the un-churched is just “the same as existed in the first church”.
Something for you to consider.

On the day of Pentecost, the 3,000 that joined the church were not really hearing the message for the first time and were certainly not “un-churched”.

These people were in Jerusalem because they were devout Jews attending “Church” in Jerusalem for Passover as commanded by God.  They had been looking for a Messiah for centuries, although it was a different kind of Messiah.  Prior to this day, John the Baptist had been preaching about repentance and the coming Messiah - thousands of people had been going out into the wilderness to hear him for years.

Jesus, himself had been preaching throughout the country for over three years and had thousands of followers who had heard the message.  His disciples had been sent out in two’s throughout the region and had been given supernatural power to authenticate their words, causing a tremendous stir.  These events had reached a peak so that on Palm Sunday, the triumphal entry into Jerusalem by Jesus was a massive display of temporary acceptance of Jesus as king.  This was not the first time the people sought to make him king.
So if you are referencing the 3,000 and later the 5,000 that joined the first Church immediately, they in no way these could be considered seekers that had never heard the message before, or were in any way un-churched.  These were Jews that had been prepared by God for centuries.  They knew His word, God’s attributes, they knew about prayer, sacrifice for sin, service, elements of worship, almost all of the elements of the Church.
The spread of the church, of course for the first many years was purely Jewish, even with Paul persecuting them.  These were Jews, converting to Christianity, recognizing the arrival of the Messiah – again hardly un-churched.

Seventeen years later we finally see Paul, Barnabas, etc. starting to take the word to the Gentiles.  These were traveling evangelists, moving into areas and trying to establish Churches among the Gentiles.  But also during the same period the persecution of the Church started under Rome and the Jewish Christians at Jerusalem were spread throughout the empire.  The same people at Jerusalem and Antioch, (by-name) end up in Rome, Ephesus, Corinth – so these churches originally established by Paul were not totally populated by un-churched but by some mature Christians (over 10 years as Christians) from the Jerusalem, Antioch and other mature Churches.  Paul calls them fellow-workers and their numbers and percentages in the Churches are unknown.  

The mature churches between A.D. 60 and A.D. 96 were decimated in Palestine when 100’s of thousands of Christians fled under persecution and helped establish and joined churches throughout the Roman Empire.
We know that Felix A.D. 55 deported 30,000 Christian Jews from Jerusalem to Colossae, in Casesarea over 20,000 Christian Jews were killed A.D. 65.  Josephus says that Christians forsook Jerusalem as men do a sinking ship and that not one Christian died in the siege of Jerusalem in A.D. 70.  Most people estimate the Church at Jerusalem to have 100,000 members so at least 100,000 Christians from that Church alone were spread throughout the empire.
Were there ever churches started by evangelists composed entirely of the un-churched?  There probably were, but for the first 20-60 years of the spread of the Gentile church,  that was not the case and between 50-90 A.D. we know that many of the Gentile Churches had “workers” from Jerusalem, Antioch and other mature Churches because the individuals are mentioned by name.

I would tread easily on making the certain statement that the first century church was as un-churched as the current church growth movement claims.  

