Spiritual Growth

What spiritual growth is not.

“A Sannyasin cannot belong to any religion, for his is a life of independent thought, which draws from all religions; his is a life of realization, not merely of theory or belief, much less of dogma.”

“One who … is dedicated to the life of spiritual growth and values, and to their teaching to others”. From “Serving Humanity”, Alice Bailey (Sann-ya-sin)

Heb 5:11-6:3 (NASB)  Concerning him we have much to say, and it is hard to explain, since you have become dull of hearing.   For though by this time you ought to be teachers, you have need again for someone to teach you the elementary principles of the oracles of God, and you have come to need milk and not solid food.   For everyone who partakes only of milk is not accustomed to the word of righteousness, for he is a babe.   But solid food is for the mature, who because of practice have their senses trained to discern good and evil.

Therefore leaving the elementary teaching about the Christ, let us press on to maturity, not laying again a foundation of repentance from dead works and of faith toward God, of instruction about washings, and laying on of hands, and the resurrection of the dead, and eternal judgment.   And this we shall do, if God permits.

--------------

1 Cor 3:1-8 (NASB)  And I, brethren, could not speak to you as to spiritual men, but as to men of flesh, as to babes in Christ.   I gave you milk to drink, not solid food; for you were not yet able to receive it. Indeed, even now you are not yet able,  for you are still fleshly. For since there is jealousy and strife among you, are you not fleshly, and are you not walking like mere men?   For when one says, "I am of Paul," and another, "I am of Apollos," are you not mere men? What then is Apollos? And what is Paul? Servants through whom you believed, even as the Lord gave opportunity to each one.   I planted, Apollos watered, but God was causing the growth.   So then neither the one who plants nor the one who waters is anything, but God who causes the growth.   Now he who plants and he who waters are one; but each will receive his own reward according to his own labor.

------------------------------

Eph 4:11-13 (NASB)  And He gave some as apostles, and some as prophets, and some as evangelists, and some as pastors and teachers,   for the equipping of the saints for the work of service, to the building up of the body of Christ;   until we all attain to the unity of the faith, and of the knowledge of the Son of God, to a mature man, to the measure of the stature which belongs to the fulness of Christ.

Eph 4:14 (NASB)  As a result, we are no longer to be children, tossed here and there by waves, and carried about by every wind of doctrine, by the trickery of men, by craftiness in deceitful scheming;

Eph 4:15 (NASB)  but speaking the truth in love, we are to grow up in all aspects into Him, who is the head, even Christ,

Eph 4:16 (NASB)  from whom the whole body, being fitted and held together by that which every joint supplies, according to the proper working of each individual part, causes the growth of the body for the building up of itself in love.

Eph 4:17 (NASB)  This I say therefore, and affirm together with the Lord, that you walk no longer just as the Gentiles also walk, in the futility of their mind,

Eph 4:18 (NASB)  being darkened in their understanding, excluded from the life of God, because of the ignorance that is in them, because of the hardness of their heart;

Eph 4:19 (NASB)  and they, having become callous, have given themselves over to sensuality, for the practice of every kind of impurity with greediness.

Eph 4:20 (NASB)  But you did not learn Christ in this way,

Eph 4:21 (NASB)  if indeed you have heard Him and have been taught in Him, just as truth is in Jesus,

Eph 4:22 (NASB)  that, in reference to your former manner of life, you lay aside the old self, which is being corrupted in accordance with the lusts of deceit,

Eph 4:23 (NASB)  and that you be renewed in the spirit of your mind,

Eph 4:24 (NASB)  and put on the new self, which in the likeness of God has been created in righteousness and holiness of the truth.

Eph 4:25 (NASB)  Therefore, laying aside falsehood, SPEAK TRUTH, EACH ONE of you, WITH HIS NEIGHBOR, for we are members of one another.

Eph 4:26 (NASB)  BE ANGRY, AND yet DO NOT SIN; do not let the sun go down on your anger,

Eph 4:27 (NASB)  and do not give the devil an opportunity.

Eph 4:28 (NASB)  Let him who steals steal no longer; but rather let him labor, performing with his own hands what is good, in order that he may have something to share with him who has need.

Eph 4:29 (NASB)  Let no unwholesome word proceed from your mouth, but only such a word as is good for edification according to the need of the moment, that it may give grace to those who hear.

Eph 4:30 (NASB)  And do not grieve the Holy Spirit of God, by whom you were sealed for the day of redemption.

Eph 4:31 (NASB)  Let all bitterness and wrath and anger and clamor and slander be put away from you, along with all malice.

Eph 4:32 (NASB)  And be kind to one another, tender-hearted, forgiving each other, just as God in Christ also has forgiven you.

Eph 5:1 (NASB)  Therefore be imitators of God, as beloved children;

Eph 5:2 (NASB)  and walk in love, just as Christ also loved you, and gave Himself up for us, an offering and a sacrifice to God as a fragrant aroma.

Eph 5:3 (NASB)  But do not let immorality or any impurity or greed even be named among you, as is proper among saints;

Eph 5:4 (NASB)  and there must be no filthiness and silly talk, or coarse jesting, which are not fitting, but rather giving of thanks.

Eph 5:5 (NASB)  For this you know with certainty, that no immoral or impure person or covetous man, who is an idolater, has an inheritance in the kingdom of Christ and God.

Eph 5:6 (NASB)  Let no one deceive you with empty words, for because of these things the wrath of God comes upon the sons of disobedience.

Eph 5:7 (NASB)  Therefore do not be partakers with them;

Eph 5:8 (NASB)  for you were formerly darkness, but now you are light in the Lord; walk as children of light

Eph 5:9 (NASB)  (for the fruit of the light consists in all goodness and righteousness and truth),

Eph 5:10 (NASB)  trying to learn what is pleasing to the Lord.

-----------------

Gal 6:10 (NASB)  So then, while we have opportunity, let us do good to all men, and especially to those who are of the household of the faith.

---------------------------------------

1 Pet 2:1-3 (NASB)  Therefore, putting aside all malice and all guile and hypocrisy and envy and all slander,   like newborn babes, long for the pure milk of the word, that by it you may grow in respect to salvation,   if you have tasted the kindness of the Lord.

-------------------------------

2 Pet 3:17-18 (NASB)  You therefore, beloved, knowing this beforehand, be on your guard lest, being carried away by the error of unprincipled men, you fall from your own steadfastness,   but grow in the grace and knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. To Him be the glory, both now and to the day of eternity. Amen.

-----------------------------

Rom 7:14-24 (NASB)  For we know that the Law is spiritual; but I am of flesh, sold into bondage to sin.   For that which I am doing, I do not understand; for I am not practicing what I would like to do, but I am doing the very thing I hate.   But if I do the very thing I do not wish to do, I agree with the Law, confessing that it is good.   So now, no longer am I the one doing it, but sin which indwells me.   For I know that nothing good dwells in me, that is, in my flesh; for the wishing is present in me, but the doing of the good is not.    For the good that I wish, I do not do; but I practice the very evil that I do not wish.   But if I am doing the very thing I do not wish, I am no longer the one doing it, but sin which dwells in me.   I find then the principle that evil is present in me, the one who wishes to do good.   For I joyfully concur with the law of God in the inner man,   but I see a different law in the members of my body, waging war against the law of my mind, and making me a prisoner of the law of sin which is in my members.   Wretched man that I am! Who will set me free from the body of this death?   Thanks be to God through Jesus Christ our Lord! So then, on the one hand I myself with my mind am serving the law of God, but on the other, with my flesh the law of sin.

Rom 8:1 (NASB)  There is therefore now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus.

-----------------------------------

Rom 12:1-2 (NASB)  I urge you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, to present your bodies a living and holy sacrifice, acceptable to God, which is your spiritual service of worship.   And do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind, that you may prove what the will of God is, that which is good and acceptable and perfect.

-------------------------------------

Gal 5:18-23 (NASB)  But if you are led by the Spirit, you are not under the Law.   Now the deeds of the flesh are evident, which are: immorality, impurity, sensuality,   idolatry, sorcery, enmities, strife, jealousy, outbursts of anger, disputes, dissensions, factions,   envying, drunkenness, carousing, and things like these, of which I forewarn you just as I have forewarned you that those who practice such things shall not inherit the kingdom of God.   But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness,   gentleness, self-control; against such things there is no law.

Gal 5:24 (NASB)  Now those who belong to Christ Jesus have crucified the flesh with its passions and desires.

Gal 5:25 (NASB)  If we live by the Spirit, let us also walk by the Spirit.

Gal 5:26 (NASB)  Let us not become boastful, challenging one another, envying one another.

Gal 6:1 (NASB)  Brethren, even if a man is caught in any trespass, you who are spiritual, restore such a one in a spirit of gentleness; each one looking to yourself, lest you too be tempted.

Gal 6:2 (NASB)  Bear one another's burdens, and thus fulfill the law of Christ.

Gal 6:3 (NASB)  For if anyone thinks he is something when he is nothing, he deceives himself.

Gal 6:4 (NASB)  But let each one examine his own work, and then he will have reason for boasting in regard to himself alone, and not in regard to another.

Gal 6:5 (NASB)  For each one shall bear his own load.

Gal 6:6 (NASB)  And let the one who is taught the word share all good things with him who teaches.

Gal 6:7 (NASB)  Do not be deceived, God is not mocked; for whatever a man sows, this he will also reap.

--------------------

Eph 6:10-13 (NASB)  Finally, be strong in the Lord, and in the strength of His might.   Put on the full armor of God, that you may be able to stand firm against the schemes of the devil.   For our struggle is not against flesh and blood, but against the rulers, against the powers, against the world forces of this darkness, against the spiritual forces of wickedness in the heavenly places.   Therefore, take up the full armor of God, that you may be able to resist in the evil day, and having done everything, to stand firm.

-----------------------------

Col 1:9-11 (NASB)  For this reason also, since the day we heard of it, we have not ceased to pray for you and to ask that you may be filled with the knowledge of His will in all spiritual wisdom and understanding,   so that you may walk in a manner worthy of the Lord, to please Him in all respects, bearing fruit in every good work and increasing in the knowledge of God;   strengthened with all power, according to His glorious might, for the attaining of all steadfastness and patience; joyously   giving thanks to the Father, who has qualified us to share in the inheritance of the saints in light.

----------------------------

Col 3:15-17 (NASB)  And let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts, to which indeed you were called in one body; and be thankful.   Let the word of Christ richly dwell within you, with all wisdom teaching and admonishing one another with psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, singing with thankfulness in your hearts to God.   And whatever you do in word or deed, do all in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks through Him to God the Father.
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As you think through the whole topic of being filled with the Holy Spirit, you may wonder where you are spiritually. Answering the following questions honestly will help you evaluate your relationship to the Holy Spirit: 

· I have submitted to the Holy Spirit, asking Him to lead me. 

· I am learning from the Bible through regular reading, study, and meditation. 

· I am relying on the Holy Spirit to help me overcome my sinful desires. 

· I enjoy getting together with God's people for fellowship, Bible study, and prayer. 

· People who know me think of me as a happy, joyous Christian. 

· When trouble comes, I am at peace in my innermost being. 

· When I become aware of sin in my life, I immediately confess it and ask God to help me to gain the victory. 

· I am gentle in my relationships with other people and patient with God. 

· I can point to certain times when the Holy Spirit has given me the power to perform a certain task or carry a heavy burden. 

· I am growing in self-control. 

