ELEMENTS OF WORSHIP

1. WORSHIP ELEMENTS IN THE NEW TESTAMENT CHURCH

The New Testament gives few examples of what happened when the early church met for worship. 

The following elements can be identified in the Epistles:

* Scripture Readings - 1 Timothy 4:13; Colossians 4:16; 1 Thessalonians 5:27

* Instruction, Preaching and Edification - 1 Timothy 4:13; Acts 20:7; 1 Corinthians 14:26

* Hymns, Psalms and Spiritual Songs - Ephesians 5:19; Colossians 3:16; 1 Corinthians 14:2

* Prayer - Acts 2:42; 1 Timothy 2:1,2 

* Responsive sayings, Amen, Maranatha, etc - 1 Corinthians 14:16; 16:22; Romans 10:9

* Offering - 1 Corinthians 16:1,2

* Breaking of Bread - Romans 16:16; 1 Corinthians 11:20f; 1 Thessalonians 5:26; 1 Pet 5:14

* Exhortation and Encouragement - Hebrews 3:13; 10:24

* Dedication and Commitment - Acts 2:37f

* Benedictions and Doxologies - 1 Corinthians 1:3; 16:23; Ephesians 1:3

2. WORSHIP ELEMENTS IN THE EARLY CHURCHES

In Clement's personal letter to the church of Corinth, written about A.D. 96, there are a number of exhortations concerning various worship elements:

* Read and revere the Word of God 

* Repent and confess sins

* Show humility before God's majesty

* Proclaim the Word of God

* Give offerings for the support of workers

* Prayer

The first full worship outline is found in Justin Martyr's Apology (dated 140 A.D.): "And on the day called Sunday there is a meeting in one place of those who live in the city or the country, the memoirs of the apostles or the writings of the prophets are read as long as time permits. When the reader has finished, the president in a discourse urges and invites (us) to the imitation of these noble things. Then we all stand together and offer prayers. And, as said before, when we have finished the prayer, bread is brought and wine and water, and the president similarly sends up prayers and thanksgivings to the best of his ability, and the congregation assents, saying the Amen; the distribution, and the reception of the consecrated elements by each one, takes place and they are sent to the absent by the deacons"

This worship service included the following elements: 

* Reading and Proclamation

* Congregational Prayer

* The Lord's Supper

* Prayer and Thanksgiving

* The Amen

* Offering

