The Bible

Outline

1. Introduction to the Bible

A. Literally the word of God.

B. Inspired words – not ideas, concepts (Scriptural evidence for)

C. How did inspiration work (Crucial – leads to faulty versions/translations)

i. Dynamic inspiration – not the text but the writers or message

ii. Existential inspiration – human words God makes his own upon human encounter

iii. Natural Inspiration – human authors

iv. Containment Inspiration – contains the message

v. Verbal, plenary – God’s word, human personality

vi. Dictation – “thus saith the Lord”

vii. Accommodation – worked through educational/cultural levels of authors

D. Maybe just the O.T. was scripture?

E. How could N.T. writers get it right

F. What did Jesus think about scripture.

2. Interpretation Issues – Hermeneutics (her-me-NEU-tics)  (method of interpretation)

A. Exegesis (ex-e-GE-sis) – The process of determining the meaning of scripture

B. Methods

i. Literal, Grammatical, Historical

1. Literal – take the words for what they mean in their normal or plain sense. (My house is red, I ate like a horse last night)

2. Grammatical – follow the grammatical rules of literature, similes, metaphors, original languages to determine the true sense (When I return, will I find faith on the earth - no)

3. Historical – historical background and context (Jeremiah, are we getting ready to go into 70 years of captivity?)

ii. Context

iii. Compare scripture to scripture

C. Figurative Language

D. Cautions

i. Spiritualizing

ii. Allegorizing – One allegory in the N.T. (Gal 4:24)

3. Cultural / Transcultural Issues

4. Cautions

A. Gospels

B. Acts

C. Greetings / Salutations

D. Making the Bible say things it does not (text out of context, history)

The Bible

Authority, Inspiration, Word of God

What about the authorship of the Bible?
1 Cor 2:13 (NASB)  which things we also speak, not in words taught by human wisdom, but in those taught by the Spirit, combining spiritual thoughts with spiritual words.

1 Th 2:13  And for this reason we also constantly thank God that when you received from us the word of God's message, you accepted it not as the word of men, but for what it really is, the word of God,

2 Pet 1:20,21  But know this first of all, that no prophecy of Scripture is a matter of one's own interpretation, for no prophecy was ever made by an act of human will, but men moved by the Holy Spirit spoke from God.

Rev 22:18,19  I testify to everyone who hears the words of the prophecy of this book: if anyone adds to them, God shall add to him the plagues which are written in this book;   and if anyone takes away from the words of the book of this prophecy, God shall take away his part from the tree of life

2 Tim 3:16  All Scripture is inspired by God and profitable for teaching, for reproof, for correction, for training in righteousness;

Inspiration

Pasa graphe theopneustos (Gk)

All the written words are God breathed

Did God give men the ideas or the words?

Exo 4:12,15  "Now then go, and I, even I, will be with your mouth, and teach you what you are to say.  And you are to speak to him and put the words in his mouth; and I, even I, will be with your mouth and his mouth, and I will teach you..."

Jer 1:9  Then the LORD stretched out His hand and touched my mouth, and the LORD said to me, "Behold, I have put My words in your mouth.

2 Sam 23:2  "The Spirit of the LORD spoke by me, And His word was on my tongue.

And who actually did the speaking?

Mat 1:22  Now all this took place that what was spoken by the Lord through the prophet

Luke 1:70  As He spoke by the mouth of His holy prophets from of old—

How does inspiration work, dictation?

Jer 1:5  "Before I formed you in the womb I knew you, And before you were born I consecrated you; I have appointed you a prophet to the nations."

(same with Paul)

"Inspiration is God's revelation communicated to us through the writers who use their own minds, their own words, and yet God has so arranged their lives, thoughts and vocabularies, that the words they choose out of their own minds were the very words that God determined from eternity past that they would use to write His truths." John MacArthur, Jr.

What questions can we answer related to inspiration?

Scripture is a result of human will. (False);

(2 Peter 1:21) “…no prophecy was ever made by an act of human will…”

The Bible becomes inspired for the reader as it is being read. (False)

(existential inspiration)

Inspiration is not a result of God dictating the exact words to human authors. (True)

Inspiration is a matter of God working through the thoughts of human authors. (False)

Inspiration is an active process and God is even today adding new truths beyond the Bible. (False)

Is only the old testament Scripture?

2 Pet 3:15,16  ... our beloved brother Paul, according to the wisdom given him, wrote to you,

as also in all his letters, speaking in them of these things, in which are some things hard to understand, which the untaught and unstable distort, as they do also the rest of the Scriptures,

How could the new testament writers remember everything Jesus said?

John 14:26  “But the Helper, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in My name, He will teach you all things, and bring to your remembrance all that I said to you.”

1 Cor 2:13  which things we also speak, not in words taught by human wisdom, but in those taught by the Spirit,

How do we know they recorded them correctly?

Mat 24:35  "Heaven and earth will pass away, but My words shall not pass away.

The final authority, what did Jesus say about Scripture?

Mat 22:31  "But regarding the resurrection of the dead, have you not read that which was spoken to you by God,”

Mat 12:40  for just as JONAH WAS THREE DAYS AND THREE NIGHTS IN THE BELLY OF THE SEA MONSTER, so shall

(confirmed history)

Luke 24:27  And beginning with Moses and with all the prophets, He explained to them the things concerning Himself in all the Scriptures.

(He used Scripture as the reference)

Luke 24:44  Now He said to them, "These are My words which I spoke to you while I was still with you, that all things which are written about Me in the Law of Moses and the Prophets and the Psalms must be fulfilled."

(all sections of the old testament)

Mat 15:1-6  Then some Pharisees and scribes came to Jesus from Jerusalem, saying,

 "Why do Your disciples transgress the tradition of the elders? For they do not wash their hands when they eat bread."

 And He answered and said to them, "And why do you yourselves transgress the commandment of God for the sake of your tradition?

  "For God said, 'HONOR YOUR FATHER AND MOTHER,' and, 'HE WHO SPEAKS EVIL OF FATHER OR MOTHER, LET HIM BE PUT TO DEATH.'

  "But you say, 'Whoever shall say to his father or mother, "Anything of mine you might have been helped by has been given to God,"  he is not to honor his father or his mother.' And thus you invalidated the word of God for the sake of your tradition. 

(what Moses was writing was the word of God)

Mark 12:26  "...have you not read in the book of Moses,

(answered questions by pointing to Scripture)

Mat 5:17  "Do not think that I came to abolish the Law or the Prophets; I did not come to abolish, but to fulfill.

(He did not come to abolish the law or written prophecy it is still valid)

